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Institutional	Critique
The	institutional	dimension	of	the	artwork	was	at	
issue	within	conceptual	art	from	the	outset,	since	
conceptual	art	violated	so	many	of	the	
established	conventions	about	how	art	should	
look	and	what	kind	of	thing	it	should	be.	During	
the	1970s,	in	part	as	a	reaction	to	conceptual	art’s	
own	institutional	success,	it	moved	to	the	fore.	
Art	falling	under	the	heading	of	‘institutional	
critique’	takes	as	its	conceptual	materials	the	
institutional	conditions	that	contribute	to	the	
understanding	of	something	as	‘art.’	It	functions	
as	critique	by	drawing	attention	to	the	various	
ways	in	which	these	conditions	are	sustained	and	
function	through	inequalities	of	power.
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